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and having no nourishment. Mrs. G. states her children are
often sent to school without breakfast. The two lads D. are often
fed at school by the teachers. I have frequently seen them
eagerly devouring a loaf of bread.
"1883. June 1. Organised a systematic cleaning of all dirty
boys in the school. 80 cleaned this morning and 60 cleaned this
afternoon.
"1884. Nov. 18. A note was sent enquiring as to the reason
for a boy's absence. The reply was, 'Fetching the gin and no
boots.'
"1871. Aug. Roll 244. Average attendance 164. Master
and two pupil-teachers.
"1884. Numbers in classes starting with Std. I were 81, 66,
59, 67, 63, 51, 71.
"1884. In Miss W.'s division of Standard III, 82 were present
out of 83 on the roll.
"1883. Nov. 5. To-day being Guy Fawkes Day our attend-
ance was exceedingly bad, only 182 present in the morning and
158 in the afternoon out of 350.
"1879. April. Attendance still very irregular. ... An im-
pression is abroad among the parents that children are allowed
to absent themselves twice a week."
Sometimes H.M.I.s were quite outspoken, as witness the Inspec-
tor who wrote: "1896. Dec. 23rd. With much pleasure I give up
the charge of this very undesirable little school, where the mistresses
come and go, bringing with them years of good reports and leaving
with none, due to the many disadvantages and muddling under
which they work, it being the practice of the schoolmaster to pick
from his school the biggest child-dunce and send in here as
'Teacher* six months prior to my time of Inspection when the
numbers are higher. This has been the case for the last two years.
The school was condemned when I took charge and earning the
lowest grant; it is now taking the higher grant to which I raised
it."
Teachers were frequently outspoken about the examinations
given by Inspectors, e.g. 1890, "The Examination throughout was
the most unpleasant examination this school has had during the last
five years, the children having to endure a great deal of harsh scold-
ing through the giving of incomplete orders. On the last day,
especially, they were expected to be very much on the alert in oral